Learning English through Poems and Songs


Poems Making Use
of Different Grammatical Patterns

Learning Activity 1
Reading and Writing
1. Read the following poem which uses gerunds (verbs + ing) to describe the MTR station during rush hours. Then answer the questions that follow.
	Waiting

	Pushing

	Rushing

	Boarding

	Scrambling

	Squeezing

	Sitting

	Standing

	Reading

	Talking

	Sleeping

	Phoning

	Leaving

	Alighting

	Hurrying

	Walking

	Running

	Mounting

	Climbing

	Octopussing

	MTRing


(a) The following are the various stages of what an MTR passenger is likely to experience during rush hours in Hong Kong. Select the right gerunds from the poem to match what happens in each of these stages.

	Waiting and getting on the MTR
	What happens while on board 
	Getting off the MTR
	Catching the MTR on the opposite platform

	· waiting

· 
	· standing

· 
	· 
	· mounting

· 


(b) The last two words in the poem (“octopussing” and “MTRing”) are not really English words but the writer’s inventions. Do you like these words? Why do you think they are included?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
2. Complete the following poem which uses gerunds to describe what the students in a class are doing. The first two lines have been done for you as examples. You may like to replace the names of John and Mary in lines 3 and 4 with any other names you consider appropriate.
	The English Class

	

	Simon reading

	Sarah smiling

	John ____________

	Mary ____________

	____________ ____________

	____________ ____________

	____________ ____________

	____________ ____________


3. Write a gerund poem on one of the following topics:

· Class Christmas party
· Sports Day
· Mongkok (or Causeway Bay) at a busy time

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
Learning Activity 2
Reading

Read the following poem and answer the questions that follow.
	Small

	New

	Curious

	Cute

	Furry

	Funny

	Sleepy

	Playful

	Lovely


1. What is the part of speech of these words?
_______________________________________________________________________________
2. What animal are these words describing?
_______________________________________________________________________________

3. What words would you like to add to it?

_______________________________________________________________________________

Learning Activity 3
Reading

Read the following poem and fill out the blank in the last line. Then answer the questions that follow.
	Laisee envelopes

	$100 notes

	Strawberries

	Stop-lights

	Manchester United

	Setting suns

	Santa’s coat

	Taxis

	Embarrassment

	All are _________


1. What is the part of speech of these words?
_______________________________________________________________________________
2. Give the poem a title.
_______________________________________________________________________________
3. What words would you like to add?
_______________________________________________________________________________

Learning Activity 4
Reading and Writing

1. Read the following poem and answer the questions that follow.
	Kind eyes

	Soft touch

	Loving heart

	Wise advice

	Warm smile

	Good temper

	Great cooking

	Deep love


(a) What person do the words in the poem remind you of?
____________________________________________________________________________
(b) Give the poem a title.
____________________________________________________________________________
(c) What lines would you like to add?
____________________________________________________________________________
2. Write a similar poem on one of the following:

· a friend

· an enemy

· a brother (or sister)

· a pet

· a doctor

_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
Learning Activity 5
Reading and Writing
Read these poems and think about the grammatical patterns they use.
	I hate people with long hair

	I hate people with green glasses

	I hate people with red back-bags

	I hate people with pink mobile phones

	I hate people who tell lies

	I hate people who eat chicken legs

	Do you?


	If I had a million dollars

	If I had a hundred years

	If I received a Nobel Prize

	If I won an Olympic Gold

	If I owned the Moon

	If I had an ocean

	If I found the biggest diamond

	I’d give it all, to you.


Do either one of the following. After you have finished, show your work to your classmates to get feedback and suggestions. Then revise it to make it even better.

1. Write a similar poem using one of the sentence patterns:

· Since… (e.g. Since we entered Secondary 4…)

· When… (e.g. When I am twenty one…)

· Although… (e.g. Although you didn’t listen to me…)
2. Write a poem using a grammatical pattern of your own choice. 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

Learning Activity 6
Reading and Writing

Poems provide opportunities for describing a person or an object using adjectives. Read the poem below and complete the tasks that follow.

	Ice-cream is cold.

	It is soft, milky, sweet,

	Delicious and wonderful.

	Simply irresistible!


1. How many adjectives has the poet used to describe ice-cream? Underline them.
_______________________________________________________________________________
2. Try to work out the grammatical pattern of the poem:
	Line 1:
	noun 
	+
	verb-to-be
	+
	adjective 
	
	
	
	

	
	(“Ice-cream”)
	
	(“is”)
	
	(“cold”)
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Line 2:
	_________ 
	+
	verb-to-be 
	+
	adjective
	+
	_________ 
	+
	adjective

	
	(“It”)
	
	(“is”)
	
	(“soft”)
	
	(“milky”)
	
	(“sweet”)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Line 3:
	_________ 
	+
	_________ 
	+
	adjective
	
	
	
	

	
	(“Delicious”)
	
	(“and”)
	
	(“wonderful”)
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Line 4:
	_________ 
	+
	_________
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	(“Simply”)
	
	(“irresistible”)
	
	
	
	
	
	


3. Write a poem on a topic of your choice using a similar grammatical pattern. You might like to follow the steps below to help you to write:

· Think of a person, thing or occasion you would like to write about.
· Write down a number of adjectives to describe the person, thing or occasion.
· Write the poem. After you have finished, show your work to your classmates to get feedback and suggestions. Then, revise it to make it even better.

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
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